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Background: Motivations and Goals

� Political Science and Economics major.

� I wanted to investigate and hopefully use historical sociological models examining 
ideological dynamics to see if they have contemporary relevance in technological 
environments.
� The importance of history in social analysis.



Background: 
Stuart Hall and 
Antonio Gramsci

� Stuart Hall is a British Marxist 
sociologist, cultural theorist, 
and political activist. 
(pictured left, Antonio 
Gramsci pictured right)
� Born February 3, 1932

� Died February 10, 2014

� Hall used Gramscian 
frameworks of 
ideological hegemony 
to evaluate the main 
ideological movements 
of his time and country.



Specifics: 
Stuart Hall

� Stuart Hall is a proponent of the 
sociological model of common-sense 
neoliberalism.
� “Common-sense Neoliberalism”:

� A complex social system of conflicting, 
individualistic ideologies moving to determine 
the common-sense perceptions to which that 
social system adheres.

� A power competition over who gets the most 
say in their community’s common-sense 
understandings.

� Stuart Hall used this framework to study the 
Thatcherism movement (1988) and an 
internet comments section of an article 
written for the Daily Sun (2013); both were 
within the realm of Great Britain. 



Internet Technology

� An emulation of real life.
� Though technological spaces have been innovated at break-neck speeds, digital technologies 

are no more than tools to be utilized to improve society.

� Internet environments may seem entirely distinct from the physical world. Just like any other sort of 
technological innovation, however, the internet’s fundamental components are based upon prior 
technologies. 

� Though it may be true that the internet is a historically cumulative technology, its basic 
architecture is still susceptible to societal cultures designating appropriate creative 
methodologies.



The Internet as an Ideological Space

� The western world’s cultures which have asserted the methodologies innovators adhere to 
over the last forty years are neo-liberalism and hyper-efficient capitalism.
� Hypothesis => Truth.

� Truth – On Optimal Content: Our internet landscape adapts itself to the tastes and preferences of 
individuals through the collection and subsequent utilization of intimate user data.

� Truth – On Optimized Efficiency: Increasing the efficiency of the internet’s abilities to cater to both 
individual internet users and to firms wishing to cater to individual internet users improves profits.

� Result? => to the individual, the internet has become an Ideological space.
� Attentional capture.



Research Question:

Can Hall’s 
Gramscian Theory be 
Adapted to Evaluate 

the Internet’s Artificial 
Social Environments? 

Yes.



Comparing Hall’s Theories and the 
Internet’s Social Reality 

� #1: Hegemony and common-sense on the internet.

� #2: Gramsci’s flexible framework coincides with the social dynamic of the internet’s social 
environments. Internet spaces are occupied by neo-liberally defined individuals.



Potential Contrasts Between Hall’s 
Theories and the Internet’s Social Reality 

� #1: The internet is an equitable social megaphone compared to the real world.

� #2: The internet is universalized. 



Delineating the Internet

� The similarity and Inconsistency groups examining the 
adaptation of Hall’s socio-political framework to the 
internet have different themes.
� The internet is in one sense both culturally and socially 

complex and hegemonic, and in another sense normative 
and democratic.
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Understanding 
the Internet’s 

Ideological 
Significance 

� Specifically, is it important to recognize who is 
perceiving the internet and how it is perceived?
� Based on Hall’s theories, the individualistic reality of the 

internet designates we must be wary of the different ways 
the internet can be examined. 



The Internet and “Common-sense 
Neoliberalism”

� (Hall and O’Shea 2013) provides an in-depth analysis of how chaotic ideology can be on 
the internet by evaluating the comment section of a political news article. 
� “According to Antonio Gramsci, the Italian political philosopher who has written perceptively on 

the subject, common sense ‘is not critical and coherent but disjointed and episodic’.” (2 Hall and 
O’Shea)



Conclusion

� The ideological importance of the internet might be derivable when scrutinizing what 
Stuart Hall’s framework misses when it is compared to the internet’s social 
environment.



Acknowledgments

This work is supported by funding from the Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program 
at the University of Utah awarded to Cullen O’Brien.

Special thanks to my mentor Professor Ella Myers, PhD for her support throughout this 
process.



Citations

Hall, Stuart. “The Problem of Ideology-Marxism without Guarantees.” 
Journal of Communication Inquiry, vol. 10, no. 2, SAGE Publications 
Inc, June 1986, pp. 28–44. SAGE Journals, 
doi:10.1177/019685998601000203.

Hall, Stuart, and Alan O’Shea. “Common-Sense Neoliberalism: The 
Battle over Common Sense Is a Central Part of Our Political Life.” 
Soundings, no. 55, 2013, pp. 8-. Gale Academic OneFile.

Hall, Stuart. “'"The Toad in the Garden”: Thatcherism among the 
Theorists’ in Marxism and the Interpretation of Culture.” Marxism 
and the Interpretation of Culture, edited by Cary Nelson and 
Lawrence Grossberg, University of Illinois Press, pp. 35–74.


